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DERBYSHIRE OFFICERS HEADING FOR POLICE FEDERATION CONFERENCE

Representatives from Derbyshire Police Federation are heading to Bournemouth on Monday to hear from leading politicians and policing experts what the future has in store for the police service.
This year’s Police Federation annual conference, which is being held from May 17 to 19, will also be the first opportunity for rank and file officers to let the Home Secretary, Theresa May, know how they feel about  budget cuts and proposed changes to the service.

Mark Pickard, chairman of Derbyshire Police Federation, said: “With all that has already happened this year, with the Winsor review into police pay and conditions and the Hutton report on pensions, this year’s conference is all the more significant.

“It is a testing time for officers, with many feeling like they are being hit from all corners: pay, conditions and pensions, yet they are still performing to the same exceptionally high standard the public deserves and expects.

“These are incredibly difficult and challenging times for the police service and the conference will be the first time officers will get raise their concerns, and hear from the movers and shakers themselves.”

Twenty representatives from Derbyshire Police Federation will be attending the conference, with a further 35 officers attending on the Wednesday for the Home Secretary’s keynote speech.

Other speakers expected at the conference include Nick Herbert, minister of state for policing and criminal justice, Bernard Hogan-Howe, from Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary (HMIC) and shadow home secretary Yvette Cooper MP.
There will also be a chance for delegates to ask questions and raise concerns about the current policing climate to a panel which includes Vernon Coaker, shadow minister for policing and criminal justice and Sir Denis O’Connor, Chief Inspector of Constabulary, HMIC.
The Olympics will also be on the agenda, along with a special women’s eve of conference meeting.
The main conference will open with a tribute to officers who have died on duty during the last year and will include a video showing the nominations for this year’s Police Bravery Awards.

Notes to editors: Derbyshire Police Federation is a staff association representing the interests of more than 2,000 constables, sergeants, inspectors and chief inspectors serving the Derbyshire Constabulary. It influences decision-makers and helps maintain and improve its members’ conditions of services and pay. It is committed to providing quality advice, support and representation.
The Police Federation of England and Wales represents 140,000 police officers up to and including the rank of chief inspector. Established by statute, it is responsible not only for the welfare of its members but also ensures that their views on all aspects of policing, including relevant legislation, are relayed to the Government, opinion formers and key stakeholders.
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